[Clinical study of subclinical hepatic cancer--analysis of 187 patients].
187 patients with subclinical hepatic cancer (SHC), collected by mass screening or follow-up of the hepatic diseases in our hospital from Dec. 1972 to Dec. 1984, are reported. The age ranged from 18 to 76 years with a median of 47. The sex ratio of male and female was 1.97:1. 143 (76.5%) patients had a positive pathology. The exploration rate was 60.4% and resection rate was 77.9%. Of them, there were 72 (81.8%) small liver cancers with lesions equal to or less than 5 cm in diameter. For patients with resection, the 1, 3 and 5 year survival rates were 77.3%, 39.3% and 34.6%, markedly higher than those treated by other means. B-ultrasonography gave a significantly higher positive rate (96.4%) in the localization of SHC, compared with nuclide imaging (17.6%). Basing on analysis of 187 patients with SHC, close follow-up of the subjects with low level persistent positive alpha-fetoprotein without active liver disease plays an important role in the early detection of SHC.